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To create a community where all individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities are embraced and respected. 

VISION
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To promote and protect the human rights of individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities and actively support their full inclusion and
participation in the communities of the Pikes Peak Region throughout their
lifetimes.
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GREETINGS FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
After a life altering and very busy 2021, The Arc Pikes Peak Region (The Arc-PPR) took a Ride on the
motivation Wave that started in 2021 and kept us moving throughout 2022. As we rode the Wave
into the new year, the staff continued to adjust to the types of services that would be provided in
the new post COVID World. It had become obvious throughout the year that individuals were
burning out on Zoom interaction, and they were hungry for new adventures out in the community.
The shift from in-person services to zoom and back to a hybrid model of services had some
challenges that needed to be addressed, including the understanding that the hybrid form of
services would be the new norm. 

It was not hard to see in 2021 that students with disabilities were among those most severely
affected by COVID-19’s disruption of schools and communities. When districts swiftly shut school
buildings in the early days of the pandemic, they also struggled to provide accommodations and
therapies remotely, causing some children to fall behind due to lack of needed supports.  Parents  

Wilfred Romero,
Executive Director
 complained about lengthy lag time in reviewing and updating their children’s individualized education programs, or IEPs,
to reflect the new reality. It was obvious that something needed to be done and the schools were not providing the answer.
Reports have shown that home schooling during the COVID-19 pandemic was a challenge for families of children with
Autism and/or children with intellectual disability. The answer from The Arc-PPR was the creation of the Succeeding in
School and Life Program and the evolution of the Cool CATS Club.  The Succeeding in School and Life program is a parent
empowerment program designed to address the educational needs created by COVID and other barriers in the disability
system. In November 2021, The Arc-PPR applied for and received grant funding from Disabling Barriers LLC., in the amount of
$86,200.00 to make the Succeeding in School and Life program a reality.

The Succeeding in School and Life Program was in immediate demand once the program was announced in February
2022. The grant was written to serve 35 students and 20 families throughout the year. At the conclusion of 2022, the
Succeeding in School and Life program had enrolled and served 75 students and 55 families. Most of these families were
new to The Arc-PPR and were unaware of the services provided by the organization. The Cool CATS Club  continued its
efforts to focus on offering family respite opportunities. Family Bowling participation grew steadily throughout the year from
an average of 40 participants to 75 by years end. It was great to see the new networks of support being developed as
parents/caregivers made new friends and found new resources. Even better, children made new friends along the way and
looked forward to their time together. Other CATS opportunities for 2022 included Parents Nights Out, Adaptive Cycling,
Siblings outings and, CATS in the Kitchen. Over 300 families participated in the Cool CATS Club activities throughout 2022.

 Through the Succeeding in School and Life and the Cool C.A.T.S programs, The Arc-PPR has experienced more awareness
and growth in families with young children. Reaching families with young children earlier in the diagnosis is key in
changing the culture of the Pikes Peak region for the children, adults, and caregivers we serve. I truly believe that early
intervention is key to eliminating stressful situations and helping our families and their loved ones achieve success in
school and in life! 

With all this being said, the primary focus of The Arc-PPR is protecting the civil rights of individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. It is my continuous goal that advocates from the Pikes Peak region make their voices heard
regarding public policy impacting individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their loved ones at the
local, state, and national levels. In 2022, I made it a point to be more active at the Colorado State Capitol and ensuring
that we had representation from the Pikes Peak region in the form of testimonies to our legislators concerning bills that
impacted the IDD community. The Arc-PPR made great strides in 2022 in being active participants during the legislative
session by attending bill hearings, participating on weekly The Arc of Colorado public policy calls, and by providing
testimony on several bills throughout the session. This will continue to be an area of focus as we move forward to become
the premier intellectual and developmental disability human rights organization for participants, donors, volunteers, and
the greater Pikes Peak region. 

The theme for 2023 is to be “Phenomenal”. To be phenomenal at The Arc-PPR is to be ready to address the ever-changing
needs and the demands of the individuals and families that we serve. It means going beyond the call of duty to make
sure that our advocates have the resources they need to be successful in raising the awareness of their rights to be fully
included in their communities. It means providing a culture at The Arc-PPR that is welcoming, without judgement and a
safe refuge for those in need. Working together we can forever be Phenomenal!

Warm Regards,

WILFRED ROMERO
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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The Advocacy Program safeguards the rights of individuals with
intellectual and developmental disabilities, facilitates choices, and
promotes independence and inclusion in community life. Advocacy
takes place at both the individual and systemic levels. The Arc-PPR’s
highly qualified advocates attend school IEP meetings, residential
and/or day program staffing, and provide resources in times of crisis.
Adult advocacy includes gathering information about local
programs and monitoring them to ensure services meet identified
needs and are consistent with laws, regulations, and standards of
quality. System advocacy monitors public policy and legislation at
local, state, and federal levels. 

WHAT WE DO

ADVOCACY



The Arc Pikes Peak Region serves as the legal guardian to adults with
an intellectual and/or developmental disability. When the Probate
Court appoints The Arc as legal guardian, staff members are named
as agents to provide the guardianship services. Guardianship
services include evaluation of the individual’s needs and services,
attendance at all staffings and individual plan meetings, at least
one monthly visit, 24-hour emergency on-call services, consent for
medical treatment, and annual report to the probate courts. For
people who are not capable of making informed decisions, the
Guardianship Program offers both protection and enhancement of
individual rights. 

WHAT WE DO

GUARDIANSHIP



WHAT WE DO

Additionally, The Arc Pikes Peak
Region provides workshops,
speakers, educational materials,
and a lending library on a wide
range of issues that concern
people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities and their
friends and families. Some topics
include Colorado waiver education,
“Adulting,” Guardianship and
Conservatorship, and Special
Education 101.With the opening of
the Building for Change Inclusive
Personal Development Center and
the Disability Resources Library, the
community will also have access to
helpful resources on a wide variety
of disability-related topics. 

The Arc Pikes Peak Region also
launched the Succeeding in School
and Life program with help from the
Disabling Barriers Grant in 2021. The
Primary goal of this program is to
empower parents or guardians to
be the primary educator of their
children. 

EDUCATION



The Arc-PPR hosts a variety of social
events for individuals of all abilities.
These accessible events occur
throughout the year and include the
Halloween Dance, Cool C.A.T.S (Children
of All Types Succeeding) Club events, a
hybrid Annual Awards celebration,
Sisterhood of Empowered Women,
Guys' Night Out, and others. 

WHAT WE DO

SOCIAL EVENTS

arc THRIFT CONNECTION
All 15 chapters of The Arc in Colorado
are funded by arc Thrift Stores. The thrift
stores were created in 1963 as a way to
support the work done by the chapters.
Over the years, the thrift stores have
grown to be wildly successful. Their
sales continue to support The Arc
chapters and programs, supporting
individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. This special
relationship between arc Thrift and The
Arc-PPR allows us to advocate for the
rights and responsibilities of individuals
with intellectual and developmental
disabilities. 10



YEAR-IN-REVIEW

In 2022, The Arc Pikes Peak Region participated in Give!, a
year-end giving campaign. Together with a $7,640 matching
grant from: arc Thrift Stores, The Arc-PPR Pooled Income Trust,
Cascade Investment Group, Erickson, Brown & Kloster,
Revolutionary Kindness Plumbing, IT Specialists, John P. Nelson
Associates, and Rocky Mountain Insurance Advisors, The Arc
PPR raised $10,900. This success was a result of fundraising
efforts from the entire staff, the Board of Directors, and the
friends of The Arc Pikes Peak Region

Give! Campaign

Throughout 2022, The Arc-PPR continued to transition back to
in-person events. 300 people attended the first Halloween
Dance since COVID-19, and 100+ people joined for our hybrid
Annual Awards Celebration: Ride the Wave. The Arc-PPR
continued to parter with the Cool C.A.T.S (Children of All Types
Succeeding), community partners, and other disability
organizations to sponsor fun activities for the IDD Community.
Other events that continued: Sisterhood of Empowered
Women, Guys’ Night Out, and Virtual Karaoke parties.

2022 Events

Include USA is a self-advocacy group sponsored by The Arc-
PPR and advised by advocacy specialists Connie McKenzie
and Peter Boryla. The group learns about their rights and how
to advocate for themselves so that their rights are not
overlooked.  Include USA has fundraised, worked on
transportation issues, and volunteered around the
community. In 2022, the group returned to meeting in person
and maintained an active participation in Speaking for
Ourselves Colorado (SFO CO). SFO CO is a statewide,
grassroots organization of people with disabilities who want to
speak for themselves on issues that involve and effect them.
Chapters across Colorado meet by conference call once per
month, and they also meet quarterly in various places around
the state. 

Include USA

11



PROGRAM IMPACTS:
BY THE NUMBERS

2022

351* 
people served

through all service
types

900 
hours of service

provided

983+
In-Person and

virtual social event
attendees

340 
Members in 2022

*Please note that each person was served an average
of four times through the year, but counted only once. 

60
After hours guardianship

calls

78
people served in

guardianship program

876
contacts with, for, and on

behalf of people in
guardianship program

10
individuals on the

Guardianship Program
Wait-List

12



COMMUNITY &
CORPORATE SPONSORS

M i c h e l l e  E n c i s o 13



STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
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Total Program Spending

Total Administration/Fundraising Spending
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STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

Total Program
Spending vs.
Total
Administration/
Fundraising
Spending

90% of The Arc PPR’s funding supports
programs for people with intellectual

and developmental disabilities. 
15

$179,173

$1,484,176

Pooled Income Trust
1%



The Arc Pikes Peak Region supports individuals with intellectual and developmental
disabilities through advocacy, education, guardianship, and social opportunities. Your
support of The Arc Pikes Peak Region today goes directly to helping our programs and
services for individuals with IDD. 

Volunteer and In-Kind Needs 
 Fundraising volunteers
 Special event volunteers (planning and set-up)
 Photography and video services
 Entertainment
 Event food and supplies
 
Membership Opportunities 
Do you believe in the rights of all people regardless of intellectual ability? If you said yes, then
add your voice to thousands of people across the nation by becoming a member of The Arc
Pikes Peak Region. Membership with our local chapter also affords you membership with The
Arc of Colorado and The Arc of the United States. Together we can make our voices heard! 

Membership Benefits 
Membership in The Arc US and The Arc of Colorado
 15% discount card for purchases at arc Thrift Stores
 Notice and invitations to all events sponsored by The Arc
 Updates on issues impacting people with intellectual and developmental disabilities 
 Discounts to some local events sponsored by The Arc
 Growing the voice on a local, state and national level 

Support The Arc Pikes
Peak Region Today! 16



10 N Meade Ave.
Colorado Springs, CO
(719) 471-4800 | www.thearcppr.org
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